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Capital City Symphony presents An American Tale  as part of our 48th season of 
concerts. Atlas Performing Arts Center, Sunday, October 18th, 5pm (main season concert) 
The program features dance-inspired works by three American composers: Charlie Barnett, 
Aaron Copland and Leonard Bernstein. Each piece is inspired by dance making this one of 
our most energetic and joyful concerts of the season. 
 
We are proud to present the world premiere of Charlie Barnett’s Mid-Century Mambo . 
This orchestral work is inspired by 1950s dance rhythms including mambo and Percy Faith-
style pop. It brings together a sense of nostalgia with a healthy dose of satire. Barnett is 
known for his lively orchestral and chamber works as well as his award-winning film scores 
including The Appalachians (2005) and Holocaust: The Untold Story (2001). His television credits 
include Saturday Night Live, Weeds, Royal Pains, and Archer. Charlie Barnett has 
collaborated with Capital City Symphony on many occasions. In 2010 he joined us for a 
unique Symphony Lounge event, which featured orchestral arrangements of jazz standards. The 
associated album (on Big Round Records) is soon to be rereleased.  
 
The program also includes Aaron Copland’s Appalachian Spring . This iconic orchestral 
suite was originally commissioned for ballet by choreographer Martha Graham. She also 
performed in the premier performance at Washington D.C.’s Library of Congress in 1944. 
Almost a century later Appalachian Spring still feels fresh and joyful. 
 
Leonard Bernstein’s Symphonic  Dances from West Side Story complete the program. This 
piece is a whirlwind tour through the memorable music of one of the greatest musicals of all 
time. It includes everything from the wild dance numbers to the touching romantic theme.  
 
An American Tale is conducted by Capital City Symphony Conductor and Artistic Director, 
Victoria Gau. She has led Capital City Symphony for almost two decades, delighting 
audiences with her “strong sense of style and drama” and her “enthusiastic and perceptive 
conducting”. Ms. Gau holds degrees in Viola Performance and Conducting from the Oberlin 
Conservatory of Music, where she won the Phi Kappa Lambda Prize for Musicianship. She 
has served as music director for such Washington area companies as The Washington 
Savoyards, Victorian Lyric Opera Company, Annapolis Opera Musicales, the Eldbrook 
Opera Ensemble, and the IN-Series.  She has guest conducted the Heights Civic Orchestra 
(Cleveland, OH), the Akron (OH) Symphony, the Friday Morning Music Club Orchestra, 
and has been a guest conductor for the Kennedy Center Messiah Sing-Along. She currently 
serves as Associate Conductor and Director of Education for the National Philharmonic and 
recently co-founded Takoma Ensemble. 



 
About Capital City Symphony (www.capitalcitysymphony.org)  
Capital City Symphony (CCS) is a community orchestra based in Washington, D.C. We are 
one of the founding arts partners of the Atlas Performing Arts Center, located in Northeast 
DC’s Atlas District. We were founded in 1967 as the Georgetown Symphony Orchestra. In 
2005 we relocated to H Street, NE and took the name Capital City Symphony in order to 
better reflect our new location and city-wide focus. This move has given us the opportunity 
to make classical music performances accessible in an area of the city that has been 
traditionally underserved, both economically and culturally. The 2006-07 concert season 
marked our first season fully in residence as an Arts Partner at the new Atlas Performing 
Arts Center, which is the cornerstone of the H Street NE corridor revitalization project. 
Capital City Symphony performs standard symphonic repertoire and explores the best of 
20th and 21st-century music. Our orchestra consists of approximately 100 volunteer 
musicians of all ages. We provide engaging and informative introductions to each of our 
programs to help everyone enjoy the show, and we create a relaxed atmosphere in which 
classical musical accessible to all. A typical Capital City Symphony season offers four full 
orchestral programs (five to six performances), a chamber concert, and a community holiday 
concert (two performances). 
 
Victoria Gau, Artistic Director and Conductor 
Lauded by critics for her “strong sense of style and drama” and her “enthusiastic and 
perceptive conducting”, conductor Victoria Gau brings a wide range of musical experience 
and expertise to the CCS, which she has led since 1997. She is also Associate Conductor and 
Director of Education for the National Philharmonic. 
 
Maestra Gau is well-known in the Washington DC area for her work as Artistic Director and 
Music Director/Conductor of the Other Opera Company in Bethesda, Maryland, which she 
co-founded in 1992.  She has also served as music director for such Washington area 
companies as The Washington Savoyards, Victorian Lyric Opera Company, Annapolis 
Opera Musicales, the Eldbrook Opera Ensemble, and the IN-Series.  She has guest 
conducted the Heights Civic Orchestra (Cleveland, OH), the Akron (OH) Symphony, the 
Friday Morning Music Club Orchestra, and has been a guest conductor for the Kennedy 
Center Messiah Sing-Along. She is the former Conductor and Music Director of the 
Richmond Philharmonic Orchestra in Richmond, VA. 
 
Ms. Gau is in demand around the region as a conductor and string educator at youth 
orchestra festivals and workshops.  She is the former conductor of the Young Virtuosi 
Chamber Orchestra, an elite group of string players from the DC Youth Orchestra Program, 
and has conducted youth orchestras in Virginia, Ohio, and New York. 
 
Ms. Gau has served on the opera faculty at George Mason University, and worked with 
vocalists privately and in the Crittenden Opera Studio. She has toured with Odyssey Opera 
Theatre and the Baltimore Opera Company, performing educational outreach in schools 
throughout the state of Maryland.  Ms. Gau holds degrees in Viola Performance and 
Conducting from the Oberlin Conservatory of Music, where she won the Phi Kappa 
Lambda Prize for Musicianship. 
 
 



 
Charlie Barnett 
An accomplished and popular American composer, Charlie Barnett is the winner of 
numerous awards for his film scores, including the Rome International Film Festival’s Jerry 
Goldsmith Award. Barnett also writes music for television; his credits include Saturday Night 
Live, Weeds, Royal Pains, and Archer. 
Barnett’s lively orchestral and chamber works are performed both nationally and 
internationally. Notable collaborations include a spoken-word piece written and performed 
with Dr. Maya Angelou. 
 
As a producer, Barnett has recorded scores of pop and jazz albums for labels including Def 
Jam and Elektra. And as a performer, he plays guitar and piano for Chaise Lounge, an 
eclectic jazz band that frequently appears on the national college-radio charts with his 
original compositions. 
 
Barnett has also been heard as an occasional commentator on NPR. His essay “Hitching a 
Ride with Junior McGee” was included in the network’s Classic Driveway Moments 
compilation. 
www.charliebarnett.com 
 
 


